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fired. General Shinseki told the truth 
about how many troops would be need-
ed in Iraq. He has been replaced. 

In the Bush administration, it seems 
loyalty to the party line is more im-
portant than candor. 

Mr. Speaker, we are talking about 
important issues here, issues of war 
and peace, life and death. The Amer-
ican people deserve to know the truth. 
They deserve straight talk, not some 
intentionally muddied rationale cre-
ated for political purposes. They de-
serve a lot better than they are getting 
from this administration.

f 

AMERICORPS’ OVERENROLLMENT 
AND QUESTIONABLE ACCOUNT-
ING RECORDS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. STEARNS) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, just as 
freedom and liberty are interwoven 
into the very fabric of our Nation, so 
too is the American pastime of volun-
teering. Recently, AmeriCorps’ backers 
have been seeking an additional $100 
million in supplemental funding, but I 
believe we should look carefully at 
their request. 

AmeriCorps was not able to place 
anywhere from 20,000 to 37,000 employ-
ees, volunteers, and this is based upon 
a statement from them, the Save 
AmeriCorps Coalition, on September 4, 
because of its own muddy accounting 
records and overenrollment. Basically, 
what they did was overhire 20,000 plus 
volunteers without authorization. 

Of further interest, during the Au-
gust recess we learned of the distribu-
tion of cash bonuses to 265 senior staff 
at the parent agency, which is the Cor-
poration for National Community 
Service, CNCS. While the amounts are 
nominal to their overall budget, what 
is disturbing is the apparent lack of 
judgment from CNCS officials. This 
Congress has been engaged in over a 
year’s worth of hearings and legisla-
tion on corporate misbehavior and dis-
proportionate executive compensation 
in ailing companies. The public ex-
presses outrage over such private sec-
tor firm actions and demands that Con-
gress investigate and would probably 
refer to emergency funding, in the ex-
ample of such firms as we have been ex-
amining, as a bailout. CNCS should be 
subject to no less scrutiny and adhere 
to no lower standards. 

Some of us question Federal funding 
of community service in the first place. 
AmeriCorps pays people to volunteer. 
Remuneration in exchange for choosing 
to contribute one’s time, energy and/or 
money would seem to belie the very 
definition of the word ‘‘volunteerism.’’

This country does indeed have many 
needs. Thankfully, through the work of 
volunteers, many of those needs are 
met and fulfilled every day. Americans 
share their hearts, weekends, muscles 
and wallets in a multitude of activi-
ties. 

To this end, a recent exhortation by 
the Save AmeriCorps Coalition should 
be mentioned here. This is what they 
say, ‘‘Our generation is volunteering at 
unprecedented rates, making vital con-
tributions to communities across the 
country through AmeriCorps. This op-
portunity, however, is at risk. Drastic 
cuts in Federal funding will result in 
the reduction of critical services for 
children, the elderly and hundreds of 
organizations that rely on AmeriCorps 
volunteers.’’

If AmeriCorps is suggesting vol-
unteerism might collapse in the United 
States, one might forgive our skep-
ticism. Reflect that America has relied 
on the contribution of volunteers for 
centuries. AmeriCorps has existed for 
all but a decade, whereas our Nation’s 
charitable sector thrived since before 
its creation. 

After visiting America for the first 
time, the French social commentator 
Alexis de Tocqueville said, ‘‘I have 
often admired the extreme skill with 
which the inhabitants of the United 
States succeed in proposing a common 
object to the exertions of a great many 
men, and in getting them voluntarily 
to pursue it.’’ He wrote this in his book 
Democracy in America. 

Further, analysis published in Octo-
ber 2003 in the Reason magazine article 
on AmeriCorps quantifies that accord-
ing to AmeriCorps’ and Bureau of 
Labor Statistics’ numbers on volun-
teers both as members of AmeriCorps 
and as Americans on their own, 
‘‘AmeriCorps cuts then represent about 
four-tenths of 1 percent of total Amer-
ican volunteer hours.’’

Even those of us who see the benefit 
in some Federal role in civic service 
question some of the endeavors in 
which AmeriCorps volunteers over the 
years have participated. While some of 
the activities undertaken by 
AmeriCorps members may be meri-
torious, AmeriCorps also has a history 
of participating in some activities of 
questionable value. 

That these programs may be de-
scribed as worthy to some, while ques-
tionable to others, might be a needless 
debate at all were not the taxpayers 
who are being charged in the first place 
for this volunteer work. For a decade 
now, members on both sides of our 
aisle have sought to legislate whether 
AmeriCorps members could spend time 
with political activities, campaigns, 
faith-based initiatives or unions. If the 
Federal Government were not involved 
in what should be a personal preference 
in the first place, we would not have to 
have these discussions in the first 
place. Any American, go volunteer 
where he or she wants, end of message. 

Let us celebrate the pure vol-
unteerism that occurs in our commu-
nities every day. Let us encourage it to 
flourish just as it was 200 years ago, 
selflessly and generously, from the 
heart.

THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE 
FAILED PEACE PROCESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. WELDON) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in this House to address 
the tragic situation in the Middle East 
and the failed peace process. It is obvi-
ous to all that the continued dis-
patching of these so-called suicide or 
homicide bombers into civilian Israeli 
targets like buses and restaurants is 
intended to prevent any peaceful reso-
lution of the Palestinian problem. 

For any peace process to work, both 
parties involved must want peace. The 
Palestinian Authority and Mr. Arafat 
have demonstrated that they do not 
want to end and they are unwilling and 
incapable of preventing this ongoing 
violence against Israeli civilians. 

The repeated call by Mr. Arafat for 
martyrs by the millions, reiterated by 
him again last week, should be a stark 
reminder to us all that we cannot work 
with him or the beliefs he represents. 
There can be no real peace when these 
are the sentiments of this man’s heart. 
Let us not delude ourselves. 

Ariel Sharon’s primary responsi-
bility, and the primary responsibility 
of the Israeli government, above and 
beyond everything else is to maintain 
the safety and security of its people. 
While the opinions of European min-
isters, the U.S. Government and our 
State Department are important, they 
are not more important than the lives 
of women and children. 

Now is the time to acknowledge that 
Oslo has been a terrible failure and the 
road map is not working. Hundreds of 
Israelis are dead and buried as a testi-
mony to this fact. Many more are left 
to face a lifetime of painful disability. 

I feel strongly that the Israeli gov-
ernment should be supported in doing 
whatever it takes to protect its people. 
If this includes expelling Arafat so be 
it. If it includes completing the fence, 
so be it. Whatever is necessary to de-
fend itself and protect its people. 

Our State Department was recently 
quoted as saying that expelling Arafat 
will not be helpful. I strongly disagree. 
It may prove to be very helpful. It 
might end these attacks on Israeli ci-
vilians, and what is more, it could be 
very helpful to the Palestinians them-
selves. 

Since Arafat’s return in 1993, the Pal-
estinian economy has shrunk by 70 per-
cent, while at the same time the Israeli 
economy has doubled. There is wide-
spread corruption and no freedom of 
speech in the Palestinian-controlled 
territories. Any Palestinian who open-
ly criticizes Arafat or the Authority’s 
policy is killed. Removing this man 
and the evil and corrupt regime around 
him could be the best thing for the 
peace process. 

I know I do not stand alone in these 
sentiments and that a majority of this 
House, the Senate and the American 
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